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Patent Information

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office

U.S. Department of Commerce
Washington, DC 20231
Automated information line: 703/557-INFO/4636
TTD line: 703/305-7785

Address patent applications to: Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks

“Basic Facts About Patents,” available  at no cost, includes definitions of patents and brief review of
patent law.

No charge for database access from web site; patents can be ordered online for approximately $3 a
patent.

http://www.uspto.gov/

Superintendent of Documents, Government Printing Office

Washington, DC 20402
Telephone 202-783-3238

General Information Concerning Patents includes information about applying for patents and granting of
patents written in non-technical language. Publication # 003-004-00661-7, $2.25.

Patent Official Gazette is issued weekly and lists all new pending patents.

Trademark Official Gazette is issued weekly and contains illustrations of trademarks published for
opposition, a list of trademarks registered, and Patent Office notices.

Internet Patent Search Machines

Patent Search
A database that searches recent patents by author, keyword, and patent classification. Information
includes patent number, author, title, and abstract.

http://www.patents.cnidr.org:4242/access/access.html

U. S. Patent Database
A database that accesses 26 years of USPTO patent descriptions and 17 years of patent images.
Hyperlinks allow navigation forward and backward from a cited patent.

http://patent.womplex.ibm.com/

Patent and Trademark Libraries

Patent and Trademark Depository Libraries (PTDLs) receive patent and trademark
information from the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office. Many PDTLs have on file all full-
text patents issued since 1790, trademarks published since 1872, and select collections of
foreign patents. All PTDLs have both the patent and trademark sections of the Official
Gazette. Utility and design patents are distributed numerically on 16mm microfilm, plant
patents on color microfiche. Patent and trademark search systems are on CD-ROM. All
information is available for use by the public free of charge.

In addition, each PTDL offers reference publications which outline and provide access to
the patent and trademark classification systems, as well as other documents and publica-
tions which supplement the basic search tools. PTDLs provide technical staff assistance in
using all materials. Facilities for making paper copies of patent and trademark information
are generally provided for a fee.

A list of PTDLs is available from the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office at the address
listed above.


